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FUND ADAM and John Walsh 
Urge Congress to Fund 
The Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006.
Washington, DC – John Walsh, Co-Founder, National Center for Missing & Exploited Children and Host of “America’s Most Wanted” joined with FUND ADAM, a coalition of child protection advocates and victims’ parents to call on Congress to step up now and provide funding for the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006.  
“Nearly two years ago, Congress passed and President Bush signed into law The Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 - the most promising and comprehensive child protection legislation in decades,” said John Walsh, host of ‘America’s Most Wanted.’  “Unfortunately, despite the promise of a renewed commitment to protect our nation’s children, almost none of the Adam Walsh Act’s enforcement programs have been funded.  Tragically, our nation’s youngest victims of crime will pay the price if we continue to sidestep responsibility for funding the Act.”
“Right now, Congress has an opportunity to insure that the Act’s provisions designed to locate and apprehend unregistered sex offenders are funded.  The Congress should embrace this opportunity,” said Manus Cooney of FUND ADAM. 
President Bush signed the Adam Walsh Act into law on July 27, 2006. Yet, to date, the Act has not been funded. The US Marshals Service has received no new positions or funding for Adam Walsh related efforts.  The USMS – which has been the leader in chasing down these unregistered offenders – has no full-time personnel working these cases.  Because no funding for Adam Walsh Act enforcement was included in the FY 2008 budget, the USMS is now facing a severe reduction in trained agents working to apprehend child predators.  It is in need of an additional $50 million in funding this year to go after these fugitives. 

“Accordingly, to the extent Congress includes any domestic spending in the Supplemental Appropriations bill, it should include the necessary funding for the USMS. Nothing is more urgently needed to protect our children,” said Mr. Walsh. 
FUND ADAM (www.fundadam.org) was formed in 2007 for the purpose of bringing parents and child protection advocates together to work with policymakers to advocate for funding of the Adam Walsh Child protection Act.  Members of FUND ADAM include: The ALLY Foundation; The Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation; The Dru Sjodin Foundation; Ed and Elizabeth Smart; The Fraternal Order of Police; John and Reve Walsh; The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children.
