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RESOLUTION URGES CONGRESS TO FULLY FUND 

THE ADAM WALSH CHILD PROTECTION AND SAFETY ACT

Columbus – Today, the Ohio Senate unanimously passed Senate Concurrent Resolution 7 introduced by Senator Steve Austria (R-Beavercreek), which urges the U. S. Congress to fully fund the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act.  On July 27, 2006 President George W. Bush signed into law the federal act that requires all 50 states to implement a comprehensive sex offender plan to better protect our children within three years or risk losing federal funding.  The measure was intended to improve state and local sex offender registration notification systems and create a national system to better track those offenders.  As the federal act was passed, Congress did not provide full funding for the program, which puts both states and local governments at risk of not having the necessary funding to enforce and implement such a plan.

“The Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act is a very important step in helping protect our children and Ohio has the opportunity to be the first state to comply with this federal mandate,” Senator Austria a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee on Criminal Justice stated.  “However, implementing and enforcing such a plan is a tremendous financial burden for our state and local governments and to help supplement this cost Congress needs to appropriate the necessary funding for this federal mandate.”

The Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act will establish a comprehensive national system for the registration of sex offenders and offenders against children.  It requires all states, including Ohio, to update their Sexual Offender Registration and Notification Act (SORN) systems.  In addition, the U.S. Attorney General will implement a Sex Offender Management Assistance (SOMA) program to assist states and provide federal grants to help offset the costs at the local levels of implementing the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act, as well as, give bonus payments to those states that implement the new law within a specified period of time.

All states are required to comply with the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act within three years, July 2009.  However, those states that implement certain provisions of the federal law by July 2007 will be eligible to receive an additional 10% in federal funding. The Ohio Senate has introduced multiple bills in an effort to receive this additional funding.  The sponsors of Ohio’s Adam Walsh Act (AWA) implementing legislation (Senate Bills 9, 10, 22, and 97) have been working with the Criminal Justice Committee, the Adam Walsh Study Committee, the Ohio Attorney General and various stakeholders over the past months.  The Ohio Senate intends to put forward legislation that will substantially enact the requirements of the AWA in a manner that is timely and consistent with Ohio’s history of protecting children against sexual offenders. Ohio has an opportunity to earn the additional 10% bonus in Justice Assistance Grants if they enact their laws prior to July 2007.   Unfortunately, to date, the federal government has not allocated full funding or complete guidelines for those states, which are enacting part or all of the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act.
Senate Concurrent Resolution 7 (S.C.R. 7) acknowledges that Ohio and all other states must comply with the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act passed by Congress and signed by the President into law.  Furthermore, S.C.R. 7 outlines the need for Ohio and local governments of our state to have the necessary resources to implement and enforce such a plan. The Resolution urges Congress to appropriate full funding for the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act immediately.  Upon the passage of S.C.R. 7, authenticated copies of this Resolution will be sent to the President of the United States, members of the Ohio Congressional delegation, the Speaker of the House, the Clerk of the United States House of Representatives, the President Pro Tempore and finally the Secretary of the United States Senate.

“The Ohio Senate has introduced multiple bills this year, including Substitute Senate Bill 10 which changes Ohio’s SORN system, in an effort to help Ohio become compliant with this new federal mandate,” Senator Austria commented.  “While I feel very strongly about passing Ohio’s version of the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act, it is as critical to our state and local governments that Congress appropriates the necessary funding to implement such a plan.  Neither our state nor our local agencies can afford such an un-funded mandate.  This is an urgent matter in which much is at risk in protecting Ohio’s children.”
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